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The Malignants Conventicle: 
OR 


A learned Speech ſpoken by M. VV=s, a Citizea, 


to thereſt of his Society , 


4 CitiJen - -Prae fs, 
Which did confiſt of Jeans, c Apprentices, 


At their common Tavern meeting-houſe in Lizcs/xes Innc-ficlds, 
in which are many things very neceſſary to be obſerwed, and of ſo great cor 
cernment, that if you will not believe, then take what 


followes : For now all « out. 
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THE 
Malignants Conventicle: 


OR; 
A learned Speech ſpoken by M. VV : s, a Citi- 


zen, to the reſt of his Society, at their common 
Tavern mecting-houle in Lincolns-Inne-fields, 
Gentlemen, 


Havea great matter to impart unto you,ther- 
fore I pray you prepare your cares to attend 
what I ſhall ſay, weare none here (I hoped 

| bur ſuch as are faithfull. 

You may remember that at our firſt mect- 

di} ing weadvertured on a far more dangerous 

work then now we fail by : The Cavaliers 
were not then {o well backe with a popiſls 

Army , that will ſtand ſure ro us againſt 


[< 


profeſſors of the truth in the City, but now they are grown ſtrong, and 
that diftrats the Parliament, and makes all the true Proteſtants in the 
City at their wits end ; You know how carcfull I have been to accom- 
pliſh the expeRarion of all our hopes, though our bad cauſe hath had as 
bad ſucceſſe, yer let us not leave off: for if ever we do burgaine an op- 
portunity to plunder the City, our crackt forrunes may gaine cſt:tes, and 
though we are now ſo poore that all we about an hundred of us, are not 
able to pay for theſe two gallons of Wine we have called for, bur muſt 
ſcore for one of them, yet would that prey repleniſh.all our wants and 
fill ourpurſes. 

Glnlinies,1 know you expe that I ſhould ſpeake ſomthing of whar 
is paſt , andthercin I ſhall endeavour to give youthe beſt ſarisfaRion I 
can : You know what faire promiſes Os Andrewes and Father _ 

| | . 


the King and Parliament, and all the honeſt - 
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tema 
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Þohand thefelt ofthe Prichs act ifs midedbctfbd hte pb A thin * 


m ble defigne.they.ſer.us pp , be(ides the great 1ewards of ma- | 
ny; youknow that my Brother Toll-raker is to be quafferer torhe tlely * 
Cardinall, and my Brother Cheelejmpde he Clarke of the Kitchen 
the bonny Pqpter ſhall be made a great Door by a ſpeciall Writ: and 
his coſeg /oh# rhe Cardinals chiefe Secterary, an i for the reſt you khow 
what was faithfully promiſed, thohgh they never meane to pay-it 3 Bre- 
thren, you know our caſe is deſper.te; therefore deſpexate defignes doe 
beſt befir us, if we ever expe advancement. 

You know the firſt deligne was to Frame a cunning Petition in pre- 
tence of peace, to-gaing af opportunity of muriny inthe City , and this 
was carried very diſcreetly , we got many thouſand ot hands ro it in a - 
ſhort fime,for we ride rhem believe {poore' ſimple fooles?) thatir was 
for peace, and ghere; were {a5 werhonghg) three quarcers of the City rea- 
dy to back us, fortrading was growne dead inthe City , and the Parlia- 
ment ,cauſed them to. pay money for their own good and ſafety , and 
gladly [might they piiy it ro prevent ns if they undefftood themletves: 
will; whar with our difſeriBling words, and what with our fained hands 
we flattered; and forged names enough ro our Petition, and with a good- 
Iy attendance we came to Giild-A.4l, with good cudgells in our hands, 
we paſſed the $uard of Souldiers, ahd-entred clic Hull; and:thinkingrhe 
Cir tobe our own2,weefelF upon the S5uldicrs and beat them rercibly, 
and hat not thoſe without broke in uporus;," we had gone up to the Par- 
likment men that was above »with'the- Aldermen, and we had made a 
bloody, day of .ir, bur when we ſaw-rhat ourfſide was nor fo ſtrong as 
Cexpected, we was faine to runnie ſame one way, ſoine another to hide 
us gy ehere.y er ſome very mantully ſtayed aadideliveredthe Petition, 
and'it was read, but here was the mifchiefe of 4r, theeumning pares that 
" readit diſtav-redall ourintents, and under{tood by the Petition that we 
did bur jeatc the City with it; and forhey ſent us away like fooles as 
ye carne, and {6nic of uz were, committed to Priſon as re juſtly deſer- 
ved ;*For [muſt confelſe unto you Gentlemen, -thar ir went extreamly 
ge :{t my Corfcicnce,and'fo itd rh Rill, roabufe the Parkiament : bur 

1:77 111 not ſuch deſperate menas weare do for hope of profit and 
| JO v2" This makes'ts forger'teligzon, love; liberry;' conſcience, and 
ha: !oth.not.conduceto our profit. Nay they were, {0 cunning to- 
iſcern-rhat we would have peace withont truth, and: indeed you know 
was fo: for ve did nor.deftre rrach,” onely pre:ended ro deſire peace , 
auning HeithdE--rptack nor"tcuch. -Defite! cruch !. Noz i. you. would 


_ have 


— 


leehaggþot ir, we A bay gies Dn 
in the Cuy,that we,mighr come..to.pl mg 
on he een e-cquld axe ſe ther ogerher bY SAC £ 
t Q «-.- ET PR 3 ON 
>» + you know.that, when this proje& had ſo bad arr iſſue, we 
cauſed our Apprentizesto combine as we 4 
ſee ifrhey could cozen the Parliament by, violent petitioning, we aut {elves 
wauld be neare hand,'it they wanted aid, and indeed poor thy ſoules they 
were as earneſt for us as we could defire;, they .gor, thouſands of Hands ro 
their Petitian preſently, andro eſtminſffer they. weat” ſeverall times with 
it, and .ſtaod ſo ſtoutly tro our Treachery, char they were ready to fall foale 
on:moſt religious Members, of. both Houles, they cryed for. Peace ,onany 
rearmes, Peace, nathing-but Peace, fqr;you know if the Parliament would 
lcrour Cavaliers haye Peace on what tearmes they would, then they would 
(as we )give them good words till we had gained an opportunity to take a- 


way all that they have fromthe n, then we would advance our fortunes,in- * 
rich our ſelves, and murder them , then: Nine-:penay-Moll , nor you Sarah, 
nor my Coze Beſſe there, woutd command us,.as we how are gtadto fub- 
je@ro you, burtthe ſpruce Citizens Wives and darghters ſhould fatisfiethe* ' 


luft both of them and us,as the Northern:Laſles have done to ſome of them 
already. 


Well our:poor prentizes-had bur a cold Anſwer, the Houle found thar ir. - 


was but a falllacy, and reſpe&ed them accordingly, and our hopes was 
rwarted in this alſo. : 


So we drew up 4, moſt dainnable abuſive Booke amongſt our ſelves, to - 


ſcandalize the Parliament, I know you have all ſeen it, it is called the Ci- 
tiss/Complaint tothe Houſe of Commons, &c. This Booke we got a foo- 
lifh Printer that did not know what he did, to print, for ir was ſuch a moſt 


wicked; invetive Pamphlet, that had he: had either Conlcience, Religion,” 
Obedience, or humanity, if he knew what it was, he would not hiye med- ' 


.dled with ir;nbr indeed would I Gentlmen,had I any qther hopes torefton, 


(Bur we got it perfected, and thouſands of rhem printzd, and it beguiled | 


the Aﬀections of many, and was applauded, and generally amongſt our bre- 


thern- malignants, and' Newrtrals believed, wee ſcattered them abourthe* 


Pallice at Weſtmwiſtct, abour the Hall, and in the City, and_ did it ſocatt- 
nin#ly;that we were none-of us taken, only the Printer was ſuſpeRed, #nd- 
. ſentfor, but we got him off, {becauſe he ſo handſomly zfained rhe Author 
thercof to bea particular man, flipr oug of the way, and lo, it was. hitihe 0- 
ver; then we feil:o:printing@t them again, and got ſome ſpending Raney. 
| w » «64S 4 y 
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id before them, that they might 
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by them, which hath kept us ever fince, but here was a miſckiefe fell our” 
in this roo, for fome cunning pate or other harh put the ſame Title upon an 
other Pampheler that diſcovered all our knavery; and did us as 'mnch hutr 
as our owne. did us good ſurely God is againſt us, for we ſtrive direQly_ - 
againſt the preſcript rule me arctaught in ys holy word; Bur ler'us' not be- 
weary, but runne till we come tothe end of the Race, perhaps we may win 
the. Garland, bur L muſt tell youir is very unlikely. | 

I know you are not ignorant how my brother Towler plaid Bo-peepe with 
chem, when he runne like a hunted Hare, (being the mote''fearefull becguſe 
his Conſcience ſmore him, for his knavery)but he was taken and(carried ra 
- Priſon(as well he deſerved, and my brother Cheeſmongeriwas as faithfull 
as he, for be had furniſhed his houſe with good ſtore of Ammunition for our 
dehigne, if ever we gaine an opportnaity to plunder, but I know not how 
God that brings all wickedneſle to light, in duertime diſcovered that to the 
Parliament, and it was all taken,and we deprived of him too. 

Afterwards we wrote two pretended Speeches, one of che Earl of Pem-. 
brokes, the otber the Lord Brooks, and fold three times as many. of them as 
of the former, 11y we torged the Clearke of the Parliaments hand to ir,and 
an,order for thanks be given to the Lord Byooke forthe fame, and this pro- 
je& rooke bravely, for there were thouſands in the City did verrily believe 
jt to betrue, bur ac laſt ic. was diſcerned, and the Printer committe 1, but 
chis buſineſle paſſed well , if ? may call ic well, being fuch a baſe Adtion. 

The Cavalicrs by this tame in the Countries were confident that we had 
made London our owne, and fo we our {clves thought coo, but that our 
conſcicnces told us that ſci courſes could nr ver proſper. 

' They fell to pillaging, robing, and killing che Country Proreſtants, and 
hearkning dayly when an opportunity would envite them to London, but 
amongſt the reſt of the Cayaiicrs thar came from Oxford into Nottingham - 
dire; were baſcly ſe. vel ara little Village neare Newark® vpon Trent, 
chere was about forty of them that had made a voy to raviſh all the prets | 
ty maids in the Towne, this Proteſtation they made ar an .Alc-houle, in ,. 
Newarke, and was over heard by a Boy thar drew Bzere in the houſe, who 
went to this Village, and gave the People of the Towne notice thereot, 
The Cavaliers not knowing hereof went upon their defignc,and when they 
came thicher they cſpieda yery handſome nut-brown Laſſe, ſtanding near a 
great, houſe char was atthe Townes end; whoſceins of them come towards 
er took {anctuary in the houſe : and about twenty of the Cavaliers after 
cr, CXpeng that they had gotten a prize , but when they were come into 
he , they found above forty good tour fellowes:thar were ready! pr0-, 
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vided for them, who ſhut faſt the doore, and cudgelled then ſoundly, thar 
they were not ableneitherro go norſtand , ſo that they had little liſt after- 
« wards towenching ; the other twenty hearing them cry our ran all away, 
fearing they were betrayed (for the leaſt ſuſpition in the world feares an ill 
cauſc) and abour halfe a mile offrhey came to a Farmers houſe, which ſtood 
at the. end of another little village, where was no body at home bur the 
good wife and her maid, who ſecing them come , letr cheir dairy and went 
into the Town, the megn while the Cavaliers ſcized upon their Butter-milk 
and curds and whay arfd creame , and ſuch white mear as was in the dairy- 
houſe, where they filled their bellics ſo full that they could ſcarcego, and 
when they had done, carried with them ſuch Hens and Ducks and other 
poultry as they could well, for indeed: their bellies were ſo full they could 
ſcarce carry themſelves. 

| jArtlaſt the good wife was returned with her maid-and above forty women 
with her, for the men were ſoon gone tothe other villageto prevent the 
' plor, and the reſt were at plow, or ſome husbindmens labour, andall the 
Cavaliers were gone out of the Dairy-houſe, but one of the xyomen cſpicd 
rwo or three of chem tozether untrufſing in a ditch, who lay as claſe as they 
could for feare the women thould ſpy them, ſhe gave notice rothe reſt, who 
fell upon them with Spirs, Forks, Racks, Spades, Staves , and ſuch wea- 
pons as they conld get, and baſted them weltavouredly, and che Buttermilk 
and Whay did fo worke with them, thar they were ſo troubled with the 
ſquirt,thatthe women traſed them by the ſmell, and ſo mer with moſt of 
them, for they were not able to fly faſt before them.ſo tharrhey were ſound- 
ly paid before they got to Newarke, and had little lift ro boaſt of. their ſuc- 
celle, or to attempt the like after, 

But to go on concerning our proccedings here, youknow there was a 
Common-Hall called at Gu#/d-Hall, and we did hope then to have cryed 
downe the Lord Majo: and to have raifed a mutiny againſt the Partiament 
men that came thither,my coſen 10» he was appointed to ſtand inthe Court 
yard, and raile againſt the Lord Major and the reſt, and call thezz Traytors; 
ans.curſe them ſouadly, which he performed excellent well, and indeed had 
many fell into ſide with him as he choughr, but one that knowes him (who 
hates our baſe courſes) took notice of him, and hath diſcovered him, and I 
feare he will be apprehendedif he do not fly for it , therefore we muſt be 
carefull ro cheriſh him all we can, leaſt he diſcover us, and ſo we beall han- 
ged for abuſing the King and Parliamenr, and indeed the whole Kingdome. 

We had a great deale of care to take the opportunity of this day, we had 


many ſcouts, and prevailed with ſome Common-counſcll-men to be _ 


| (ES) 
"tg aflift us in the making of ah uproare ; whiclr was attempted at-the, fiſt, 
"but {60a daftir'dguine, and(idetg) whereas wethoughttþ gains a great ad- 
-"itleage'thiat day; our bid pauſeluſtained loſe... 1 
- * Such care had woro make allthings-ſure char. we went tothe Brokers;and 
"hired Gownes that we might enterraliied, like. Common-cotncell-men of 
- the City withouer ſuſpition,and thexe-we ruſhvin and ſtood amonglt thern in 
. eurborrowed Goywnes { wonder indeed that,zhe Broakers would tth "us L 
* it may be that'they'will wantrhe recorae of: fome of them) bur here was a 
miſchicfe befell us too, for the Protor was known, and is like ro anſ\yer for 
itz Ttcf you Gentlemen , me thought 'when we were in_our: grave far'd 
. gownes,thar we were in'to0 good a poſture to betray,or to do the leaſt win 
* * ro an honeſt cauſe, as you know theirs is; -1-know not (what. wasthe' cauſe) 
 -but Tam ſure that we were aſhamed of our cauſe, and ſo-we ſhall ever be, 
' wedid as muchas nothing. . | _ 4" 
'._ YerIconccive that we have-now gaineda good. opportunity ro plunder 
, the City if our Apprentiſes can bur obcaine this preſenz, gpp6rtupity of.c- 
'_ quall power with thgbeſt Citizens to difpole of State, matrers , which will 
be a great means'of mutiny, let us be wile to raiſe a ſtrong, commotion, leaſt 
delay diſcover all our trechery. he 

Gentlemen, yoiſee hitherto we have not: pro(gered nor our caufe , ic is 

bad and thrives accordingly,what ſhall we.do in rhe next place, ] defire thar 
every one may freely ſpcake, that we may conclude what-ro doe, for now is 
the time or never, we and all onr bafinefle is more and more diſcovered, and 


the more we delay the weaker we fball now be, therefore let us conclude a 
this time concerning the next deftgne. 5 | p 


- 


The Anſwer that was made tot bis Speech is net yet diſcovered, when heare of it 
I ſhall publifh it. R | 
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